
All rights reserved © Canadian Committee on Labour History, 2005 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/18/2025 6:57 p.m.

Labour/Le Travailleur

Book Notes / Références Bibliographiques

Volume 55, 2005

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/llt55bn01

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Canadian Committee on Labour History

ISSN
0700-3862 (print)
1911-4842 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
(2005). Book Notes / Références Bibliographiques. Labour/Le Travailleur, 55,
327–330.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/llt/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/llt55bn01
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/llt/2005-v55-llt_55/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/llt/


BOOK NOTES/ RÉFÉRENCES 
BIBLIOGRAPHIQUES 

Hans G . Schuetze and Rob ert Sweet, In te - Win ter Studies and Sum mer Ram bles in 
grating School and Work place Learning C a n a d a , T h e r e s a Go w a n l o c k a n d 
in Can ada: Prin ci ples and Prac tices of Theresa Delaney’s Two Months in the 
Al ter na tion Ed u ca tion and Training Camp of Big Bear, and Em ily Murphy’s 
(Mon t rea l a nd K ings ton : Janey Canuck se ries. 
McGill-Queen’s Uni ver sity Press 2003) 

T H E TI TLE LARGELY SUM M A RIZES the Da vid Witwer, Cor rup tion and Re form in 
con tent of the es says in this work. The aim the Team sters Un ion (Urbana and Chi -
of the book is to con sider ways in which cago: Uni ver sity of Il li nois Press 2003) 
em ploy ers can in sure that their em ploy -
ees have the skills that will con trib ute sur- WITWER PRO VIDES a de tailed look at the 
plus value for the for mer. But there is no op er a tions of the Team sters through out 
men tion of sur plus value here or any other the un ion’s his tory. He places par tic u lar 
crit i cal con cept. One con tri bu tion by Paul em pha sis on the pe riod in which Jimmy 
Axelrod, Paul Anisef, and Zeng Lin pro - Hoffa led the un ion, a pe riod mainly 
vides a con ser va tive defence of lib eral known to the pub lic as one of “un ion cor -
arts pro grams at uni ver si ties, and es sen - rup tion.” But, as Witwer dem on strates, 
tially ar gues that high-status pro fes sion - the cor rup tion that both ered the Amer i -
a l s n e e d t o h a v e a b r o a d - m i n d e d can gov ern ment of ten in volved be hav iour 
ed u ca tion be cause they make de ci sions that was ei ther com pletely le gal or that 
that have a broad im pact on so ci ety. But was ex tra-legal but com pletely within the 
the rest of the book mainly fo cuses on in ter ests of un ion mem bers. Of fi cials 
mak ing the sta tus quo work better for both used the term “cor rup tion” to re fer to all 
em ploy ers and work ers, with the un der ly - as ser tions of trade un ion power, de lib er -
ing as sump tion be ing that the in ter ests of ately con found ing is sues of class strug gle 
the two groups are es sen tially the same. with plain old theft and Ma fia vi o lence. 

This is a so phis ti cated anal y sis of a phe -
nome non that even many la bour his to ri -

Jennifer Henderson, Set tler Fem i nism ans might have been tempted to view in 
and Race Making in Can ada (To ronto: black-and-white terms. 
Uni ver sity of To ronto Press 2003) 

HENDERSON IN TER RO GATES the roles 
of white women in the con struc tion of An -
glo-Canadian im pe ri al ism in Can ada as 
well as ra cial hi er ar chies. Her study dis -
cusses the dis course of three sig nif i cant 
women’s narra tives, Anna Jameson’s 
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Su san El ea nor Hirsch, Af ter the Strike: A 
Cen tury of La bor Strug gle at Pull man 
(Ur bana and Chi cago: Uni ver sity of Il li -
nois Press 2003) 

HISTORIANS MAY HAVE been mainly in -
ter ested in Pull man work ers be cause of 
their bit ter and ul ti mately un suc cess ful 
1894 strike. But Su san El ea nor Hirsch 
dem on strates that, de spite the cor po rate 
and state re pression that de feated them in 
1894, Pull man work ers con tin ued to 
search for so cial jus tice and to at tempt to 
form a vi a ble trade un ion. She traces their 
his tory from the be gin nings of rail way car 
man u fac tur ing to the clos ing of the Pull -
man plants in the 1980s. 

Dimitra Doukas, Worked Over: The Cor-
po rate Sab o tage of an Amer i can Com mu -
nity ( I thaca , New York: Cor nell 
Uni ver sity Press 2003) 

T H I S IS A HIS TORY of a set of work -
ing-class towns in the Mo hawk River Val -
ley in New York from the early 1800s 
on wards. A mix ture of in dus trial and 
work ing-c lass his tory , it b lends 
ethnographic and his tor i cal re search. Ul -
ti mately, it is a de fence of the lo
cally-based capi tal ism of the Remington 
fam ily (arms and type writ ers) of the 19th 
cen tury as an alter na tive to the cor po rate 
cap i tal ism of the 20th cen tury that 
wreaked havoc in these com muni ties. 
One can be rightly skep ti cal of its in vok -
ing of Marx to char ac ter ize lo cally owned 
cap i tal ist man u fac tur ing as fol lows: 
“com mu ni ties can strategize to aug ment 
and ap por tion the com mons, pro duc ing 
and sell ing goods in or der to ac quire 
goods that can be ap plied to the so cial 
pur poses of com mu nity mem bers.” (168) 
The gen eral mindset of this book can be 
better un der stood by read ing the cri tique 
of sim i lar books in Ste ven High’s re view 
es say in this is sue. 

Kate A . Baldwin, Be yond the Color Line 
and the Iron Cur tain: Read ing En coun -
ters Be tween Black and Red, 1922-1963 
(Dur ham, N C : Duke Uni ver sity Press 
2002) 

T H I S IS A S E LEC TIVE study of Af ri -
can-American in tel lec tu als and cul tural 
icons who were in flu enced by the So viet 
ex per i ment in their strug gle against rac -
ism in the U S . The book is a se ries of four 
stud i e s , one ea ch of a key Af ri-
can-American in tel lec tual for whom the 
study of So viet so ci ety proved an im por -
tant in flu ence on his thought. Langston 
Hughes , W . E . B . DuBois , Claude 
McKay, and Paul Robeson are the sub -
jects of the four chap ters. 

Emmet O’Connor, James Larkin (Cork: 
Cork Uni ver sity Press 2002) 

THIS SHORT BIO GRAPHY of the li on ized 
Irish la bour leader of the 1913 Dub lin 
Lock out places equal fo cus on Larkin’s 
in volve ments in the la bour move ment af -
ter 1913. It ex am ines crit i cally his con tri
bu tions as leader of the Workers’ Un ion 
of Ire land, his re la tions with the So viet 
Un ion dur ing his Com mu nist pe riod, and 
his later po lit i cal ca reer, both on Dub lin 
city coun cil and as a par lia men tary dep -
uty. 

Linda Reeder, Widows in White: Mi gra-
tion and the Trans for ma tion of Ru ral Ital -
ian Women, Sic ily, 1880-1920 (To ronto: 
Uni ver sity of To ronto Press 2003) 

THIS IS A RICHLY-LAYERED ac count of 
the ways in which Si cil ian women, whose 
men folk had em i grated to find work, re -
sponded to their men’s ab sence in ways 
that increased their so cial power and 
trans formed their iden ti ties. They used 
monies sent from abroad to start small 
busi nesses or pur chase land. Whether in 
their con sumer purchases, their loans 
from banks, or their deal ings with the 
state from schools to tax a tion au thor i ties, 
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they en tered worlds from which pa tri ar -
chal tra di tions once barred them. The 
book closely ex am ines the ex tent of both 
changes and con ti nu i ti es in these 
women’s lives. 

Blair A . Rutherford, Working on the Mar -
gins: Black Workers, White Farmers in 
Postcolonial Zim ba bwe (Lon don: Zed 
Books 2001) 

RUTHERFORD GOES be yond the sim plis -
tic di chot o mies that the me dia pres ent 
with regards to the 2 million Af ri can farm 
work ers who live on mainly white-owned 
farms in Zim ba bwe. He exam ines the 
ways in which con trol by the farm ers over 
their lives has shaped both their so cial 
cus toms and their strug gles for better 
lives. Rutherford em pha sizes the ways in 
which “do mes tic gov ern ment,” that is 
con trol by the farm ers, rather than state 
con trol, has de ter mined the al lo ca tion of 
re sources on the farms. He also dis cusses 
the re cent po lit i cal strug gles re gard ing 
farm work ers, and the com plex ways in 
which the work ers re late to these strug -
gles. 

Sonia Sarker and Esha Niyogi De, 
Trans-Status Sub jects: Gen der in the 
Glob al iza tion of South and South east 
Asia (Dur ham, N C : Duke Uni ver sity Press 
2002) 

T H I S COL LEC TION of essays at tempts to 
dis cover how women in a va ri ety of South 
and South east Asian coun tries are ne go ti -
at ing their iden ti ties within the changes to 
their so ci et ies that glob al iza tion has in -
tro duced. The au thors point out the ways 
in which first co lo nial ism and then neo co -
lo nial ism cre ated hy brid so ci et ies in 
which ide ol o gies of gen der and sex u al ity 
have been con stantly con tended. 

Hans Abbing, Why Are Art ists Poor? The 
Ex cep tional Econ omy of the Arts (Am-
ster dam: Am ster dam Uni ver sity Press 
2002) 

CULTURAL WORKERS com prise a large 
sec tion of the self-employed la bour force 
in in dus trial coun tries. Few make a de -
cent liv ing, and this book ex plores both 
the po lit i cal econ omy of the arts and the 
so cial at ti tudes, in clud ing those of art ists 
them selves, that con trib ute to hap haz ard 
in comes for artists. 

Pe ter M . B i rke l and , Fran chising 
Dreams: The Lure of En tre pre neur ship in 
Amer ica (Chi cago: Uni ver sity of Chi -
cago Press 2002) 

L I K E A R T I S T S , fran chi sees in clude 
among their num ber a small group of very 
wealthy in di vid u als and a large group of 
peo ple barely get ting by. Many fail. This 
book notes the power of franchisors and 
ex am ines why fran chi sees are largely 
unable to ex ert col lec t ive power. 
Birkeland’s case stud ies ex plore the 
think ing of both franchisors and fran chi -
sees. On the whole, how ever, the au thor 
dem on strates his sym pa thies with the 
franchisors and their need to con trol in di -
vid u als of ten at a great geo graph ical dis
tance from head quar ters. 

A . F . 
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