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Editor’s Note 
 
Trish Salah 
Queen’s University 
 

I was invited to join the editorial team at the Journal of Critical Race Inquiry in early 2020 as 
then Editor Sammi King and Managing Editor Laura Pascoe were working with guest 
editors Katerina Deliovsky and Tamari Kitossa towards a special issue of JCRI considering 
“Whiteness in the Era of White Rage—The Canadian Context.” Published in October 2020, 
as calls to defund the police were gaining broad traction in tandem with escalating anti-
Black police violence, the first Trump term was nearing its disastrous close, and the world 
was eight months deep into the COVID-19 pandemic, the issue was timely.  

The six years since have seen the return of wars of aggression to Europe, the 
normalization of genocide through and beyond the Palestine exception, and the hollowing 
out of even the pretense of regard for both international law and domestic civil rights by 
virtually all of the Western so-called democracies. Intensified neoliberal austerity agendas 
have both gone hand in hand with neoconservative and fascist governments and been 
rhetorically positioned as the last bulwark against them. In North America, attacks upon 
reproductive, bodily, and gendered autonomy, and trans people’s rights, have brought 
together the mainstream inheritors of both radical “feminism,” right libertarianism, and 
many stripes of Christian nationalist and far right pundits. And Canada’s current Liberal 
Prime Minister and conservative premiers converge in their strategy for dealing with the 
threat of Donald Trump: cutting funding to healthcare and social services and funneling 
money to big business, big tech, policing, and the military while attacking constitutional 
civil rights and migrant rights, abandoning commitments to women, Indigenous, racialized, 
LGBTQ, and poor peoples, and failing to abide by international law, address climate change, 
protect free thought, or respect and protect the living lands, waters, and breathable air of 
this country. 

At JCRI we have tried to bring together scholarly activist and other forms of cultural 
work that theorizes, challenges, and resists these trends and political formations—from 
Islamophobia to settler colonialism to anti-Black racism to Zionist colonialism to the 
gendered and racial imperialism operating on multiple scales—while also providing space 
for building anti-oppressive, liberatory, and decolonial ways of living, organizing, knowing, 
and becoming. 

In this issue we feature three articles that return to key precepts, methods, and 
problematics of critical race inquiry, and bring them together to think through 
contemporary configurations of state power and white (settler) supremacy at the sites of 
government and law, the workplace, and education. In “Québec’s Bill 96: A Case Study of 
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Indigenous Cultural Dispossession,” Katya Kredl employs political discourse analysis to 
assess the work of Bill 96 (Law 14 since 2022), in legislating “francization” as a form and 
means of colonialism. Honing in on its impact on Indigenous peoples and nations, Kredl 
argues the bill (and law) naturalizes white settlers as founders of the nation and intensifies 
processes that seek to erode Indigenous languages, communities, and sovereignty. Kredl 
concludes her study by turning to instances of Indigenous resistance to linguistic 
colonialism. In “Critical Conversations among Critical Race Theory and Narrative Inquiry 
Educational Researchers,” Carmen Gillies, Stavros Georgios Stavrou, Chelsea Davis, M. 
Shaun Murphy, and Stefinee Pinnegar theorize the implications of intersections and 
divergences between critical race theory and narrative inquiry as methodologies that might 
animate justice-oriented scholarly analysis and pedagogical practice. Employing intimate 
scholarship as a method to attend to the relational tensions and affective dimensions of 
their own thinking and interactions, while also noting racialized, gendered, and 
professional differences in positionality and in disciplinary training, the authors reflect on 
how such differences both contribute to and constitute obstacles to collaborative 
pedagogical practice. Finally, Monetta Bailey’s “Your World Not Mine: Racialized Women 
Navigating the Racialized Workplace,” reads the accounts of racialized women working in 
Alberta for intersections of gendered and racial oppressions within racialized social 
systems that operate to structurally reinforce white supremacist and patriarchal 
socialization, labour discrimination, self-surveillance, and racial stereotyping. Employing 
composite counterstorytelling, Bailey’s essay carefully balances consideration of the 
collective harms of sexist, colonial, and racist ideology and practice with attention to the 
authentic voices, experiential knowledge, and particular stories of the twenty-four 
participants in her study. 

This issue’s Intervention, “‘The Word Black Has Geographic Power’: Itinerant 
Practices of Black Study in Five Movements” by Muna Dahir, meditates beautifully and 
lyrically on her reading of and learning with and through the works and mentorship of 
Katherine McKittrick, seminal thinker of Black Geographies and experimental poesis of the 
Human and Black joy. Reviewing Jina Fast’s Decolonizing Existentialism and 
Phenomenology: The Liberation of Philosophies of Freedom and Identity, Ikeoluwapo B. 
Baruwa considers the ways Fast’s account of canonical philosophy’s exclusion of African, 
Caribbean, and Black American existentialist thinkers and philosophy’s disciplinary pre-
emption of decolonial liberation thought raises a broader question about the persistence of 
colonial legacies within philosophical tradition. The cover art for this issue, Rani Som’s 
exquisite, “I have nothing to declare” invites us into the vertiginous and joyful possibilities 
of unsubscribing from and dreaming beyond the racial, gendered, and sexual classificatory 
logics of the human which operate in increasingly punishing ways in our contemporary 
moment 

This issue marks significant change and renewal in JCRI’s editorial team. After six 
years, I am stepping away from the Editor in Chief role. While in this role, I’ve been 
supported not only by the extraordinary work of JCRI’s staff, the editorial team, interns, and 
the board but also by faculty colleagues, staff, and Department Heads in Gender Studies 
who have both lent expertise and advocated for resources to sustain this work of Critical 
Race Inquiry at Queens. My heartfelt thanks. As well, our Interventions editor, Juliane Okot 
Bitek, who just won the Trillium Book Award, is taking a very well-deserved one-year 
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sabbatical upon her recent tenure and promotion to Associate Professor. Congratulations, 
Juliane! Not to worry, though, we are leaving you in very capable hands as Kesha Fevrier, 
Assistant Professor and Queen’s National Scholar in Black Studies and Geography and 
Planning, and formerly our Book Reviews and Blog Editor, steps into the role of JCRI’s 
Editor-in-Chief. Kesha is joined on the editorial team by Vanessa Thompson, Associate 
Professor and Distinguished Professor in Black Studies and Social Justice and an activist 
scholar who mobilizes abolition praxis as a form of internationalism, and by burcu baba, 
Assistant Professor of, and Social Justice and Action Coordinator in, Gender Studies at 
Queen’s. burcu is no stranger to JCRI, having facilitated our roundtable on “Islamophobia 
and its Intersections” in our summer 2022 issue. Finally, it is my great pleasure to welcome 
Jane Kirby back as our Managing Editor, even as we will miss Zainab Khalid, who carried us 
through last summer and fall, and began the preliminary work on the volume you are now 
reading, which Jane has guided to fruition. 

Thanks, and bye for now. 


