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Article abstract
Thanks to a range of documentation, primarily consisting of clerical records,
newspaper articles and personal diaries, this article explores the relationship
between religion and technology. More precisely, it examines the effects of the
transportation revolution on the development of dioceses, clerical
organisation, and religious fellowship. By facilitating and accelerating the
circulation of ideas, goods, and people, the expansion of steam shipping and
the development of a rail system challenged parish life. Confronting these
changes, the Church's attitude consisted, on the one hand, of trying to control
the uses that could be made of steam and rail and, on the other hand, taking
advantage of it to centralise powers, standardise the formation dimension and
character of Quebec Catholicism. For the priests, as for the faithful, these
sizeable events became occasions for reunion and entertainment that partly
undermined the efforts of the bishops to shape and control fellowship.
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