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Article abstract
The intention of this article is to conduct both an organizational analysis of the
militia and a social study of the Saint-Hyacinthe Battalion at the beginning of
the 19th century. This research has a number of purposes, among which is to
verify the duration of this traditional form of power in the rural society of
Lower Canada. The command structure of the Saint-Hyacinthe Battalion
follows the hierarchy of the rural society. As a general rule, militia officers
have a higher level of disposable income and own extensive properties. In
addition, family links constitute an important cohesive factor within the
institution. During the course of the period studied, the new civil and political
responsibilities entrusted to the militia officers, the growing presence of
merchants and professional people in the command structure, as well as the
strengthening of family ties among the officers, testify to the vigour of this
institution.
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