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Article abstract
This article examines the development of holiness-inspired dissent in Canada
by focusing on the Holiness Movement Church, a sect led by Methodist
evangelist R.C. Homer and created in opposition to official Methodism in 1895.
It investigates the relationship between holiness and Methodism and finds that
the Hornerite schism served to discredit the doctrine in the eyes of Methodist
leaders. The holiness crisis sheds light on the broad cultural support for the
experience, and demonstrates that the pressures placed upon Methodism by
dissent were integral to its transformation. The schism reinforced the Holiness
Movement's critique of professional elites and the middle class. As such,
Hornerism and late nineteenth-century Christian perfectionism can be viewed
as part of a broad populist movement intent on defending traditional social
values against the forces of modernization.
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