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Article abstract
This article explores the theory that late-nineteenth century and
eary-twentieth century retailing served as an avenue to upward mobility. An
examination of retailing in Ontario suggests two things: first, that shopkeeping
was a deeply stratified occupation in which the poor remained marginalized at
the bottom: and second, that over the course of the early twentieth century
interest in retailing declined among working people as the business of
storekeeping “professionalized”.
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