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Article abstract
From the “aveux et dénombrements” produced between 1723 and 1745, the
study of land occupation in the valley of the Saint Lawrence during the
eighteenth century reveals a considerable diversity in agrarian structures and
land development. An exhaustive analysis shows that land settlement — in
terms of spacial distribution, dimensions, intensities of use, and modes of
development — does not add up to a simple and uniform reality. There can be
no all-encompassing explanation for the nature of the Laurenlian rural
landscape in the eighteenth century. Far from being incoherent, the observed
variety requires us to examine the different choices as a reflection of the
habitants' sensibilities to their environment, with the objective of defining
more clearly the pattern of land settlement of that period.
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