
All rights reserved © The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique
du Canada, 1989

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/12/2025 7:58 a.m.

Historical Papers
Communications historiques

Drame collectif et mise en texte : l’exemple de la peste
marseillaise de 1720
Pierre Grégoire

Volume 24, Number 1, 1989

Québec 1989

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/030998ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/030998ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique du Canada

ISSN
0068-8878 (print)
1712-9109 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Grégoire, P. (1989). Drame collectif et mise en texte : l’exemple de la peste
marseillaise de 1720. Historical Papers / Communications historiques, 24(1),
100–117. https://doi.org/10.7202/030998ar

Article abstract
This paper explores the structuring role of a schema of drama/hero, and of
some of the consistent elements in the majority of the narratives written about
the Marseilles plague between 1720 and the present. Firstly, it attempts to
demonstrate that the actual story of the plague was framed in terms of a series
of themes which were never, in general, deviated from: the re-establishment of
levels of morality in behaviour (good/evil or cowardly/heroic); a condescending
and anachronistic handling of traditional knowledge about plague in general;
attention to the dramatic build-up of information; and an insistence on the
supposedly heroic role of certain leaders. Secondly, the study analyses two
contemporary versions of the events of 1720, placing them in the context of the
emerging narration. Beyond the nuances and complexities that characterise
these two tales, they illustrate the contemporary political importance in
identifying the real heros, whose actions might be considered as curing the evil
within a society disorganised by the plague. Doubtless because it was not seen
within a broader cultural and historical context, this dramatic/heroic schema
could, over the long term, serve principally as a way of contextualising the
Marseilles plague of 1720, an event which still, by its horrific character,
continues to traumatise an entire society.
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