
All rights reserved © The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique
du Canada, 1988

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/12/2025 8:52 a.m.

Historical Papers
Communications historiques

Presidential Address: Visions and Revisions: The View from the
Presidents’ Offices of Ontario Universities Since the Second
World War
H. Blair Neatby

Volume 23, Number 1, 1988

Windsor 1988

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/030978ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/030978ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique du Canada

ISSN
0068-8878 (print)
1712-9109 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Neatby, H. B. (1988). Presidential Address: Visions and Revisions: The View
from the Presidents’ Offices of Ontario Universities Since the Second World
War. Historical Papers / Communications historiques, 23(1), 1–15.
https://doi.org/10.7202/030978ar

Article abstract
Ontario universities have been transformed since the 1940s. University
presidents have played a crucial role in shaping these changes. In the 1950s
they defended the concept of the liberal arts college, partly because other
options seemed too risky.
In the 1960s the government provided the finances and the presidents,
separately and jointly, responded to the diverse demands of governments,
faculties, and students. By the 1970s, the institutions had adapted to expansion,
to a shift in balance between teaching and research, and to an emerging
provincial system without any major crises or characters. Since the 1970s the
government's policy of financial constraint has dominated discussions, with
related debates on accessibility and private sector research. The university
presidents have not yet defined new goals which the government considers
realistic.
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