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Article abstract
This study examines the question of methodology in socio-cultural history,
especially as it relates to the study of the sociology of urban places. After
having demonstrated the unsatisfactory quality of the concept of “mentalité,”
the author explores by a process of definition the various operational and
systemic aspects of “sociabilité” — the study of social interrelationships. These
methodological and theoretical considerations are then applied to the
development of the urban society of Montreal between 1760 and 1880. The
social characteristics of the working and bourgeois classes — their
relationships within the family, between families and within society generally
— are analysed along with the occupational-social qualities of the anglophone
merchants, of the French-Canadian clerical and legal professions, and of
artisans and workers.
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