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Article abstract
A single incident — the conviction and execution of a hermit for a crime
relating to the pestilence in Aix-en-Provence in 1588 — provides the historian
with a case study in the many ways in which the collective memory offers
various understandings of the event. This paper attempts to explore several
aspects of that phenomenon. Documentary evidence indicates that the hermit
played an important role in the fight against the epidemic. On the other hand,
local tradition and various literary and folkloric sources present the hermit as
a veritable symbol of the epidemic. It would appear that a focus on this tension
— the local plague of 1580-87 being particularly virulent — offered at least one
group of writers and their audience an opportunity to concretize the values
and norms of their group. This effort is, the author argues, necessary to
maintain the continuance of the dominant social order.
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