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Article abstract
The constitutional question is a complex contemporary problem, especially so
since repatriation. It possesses a critical historical dimension, which it is our
duty as historians to illuminate for our students and, if opportunity arises, for
the public. The refusal of successive PQ and Liberal governments to join in
repatriation posed a serious problem to Canada. The author traces the recent
history of these events and focuses on the historical continuity in Quebec's
position. The Meech Lake accord will satisfy traditional Quebec demands,
except on the question of constitutional veto, while dealing with many of the
concerns of other provinces. At the same time it recognizes Quebec as a distinct
society within Canada and stipulates that the constitution be interpreted taking
into account this distinctive character. Quebec could accept no less. The Meech
Lake accord and the agreement of 3 June brought Quebec back into the
constitutional mainstream and thus they constitute a major step, indeed a
historic moment, in the evolution of Canadian federalism.
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