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NNoottee  aaddddeedd  iinn  PPrrooooff::
Readers' attention is drawn to a recent
article by Chaisson (2008), which con-
siders and quantifies the effects of
waste heat derived from human tech-
nological and energy-generating activi-
ties, as an unavoidable consequence of
the Second Law of Thermodynamics.
Chaisson (2008) argues that this is like-
ly the most serious threat to the stabili-
ty of the environment, and would con-
tinue to heat the world even if all
greenhouse gas emissions were
stopped immediately. It is an
inevitable consequence of technologi-
cal growth and development. From
this perspective, the only energy source
that would not add heat to the envi-
ronment by its usage is terrestrially-
captured solar energy; in fact, its usage
could be almost heat-neutral, because
energy that would otherwise be dissi-
pated in the environment on a daily
basis is being captured and utilized.

RREEFFEERREENNCCEE
Chaisson, E.J., 2008, Long-term global

heating from Energy usage: EOS, v.
89, no. 28, p. 253-254.
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