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Article abstract
South Africa's wine industry, founded in1659, ranks 16th in the world in terms
of vineyard acreage and 7th in terms of wine production, making the country a
significant player in the world wine industry. The industry saw early success
with the wines of Constantia in the 18th century and is currently recovering
from the influence of legislative controls that restricted the industry over much
of the 20th century.
The Coastal Region, which includes the important Stellenbosch and Paarl
Districts, forms the heartland of the industry and accounts for approximately
45% of the country's wine production. Geologically this important region is
underlain by argillaceous sediments of the Malmesbury Group
(lateProterozoic); granitic intrusives of the Cape Granite Suite (Late
Proterozoic-Cambrian); conglomerates and mudstones of the Klipheuwel
Group (Ordovician); and arenaceous sediments of the Table Mountain Group
(Middle Ordovician-EarlyDevonian). In addition, Ccnozoic deposits -soils, river
gravels, aeolian sands and bedrock weathering products including saprolites
andkaolin - are important factors. Soils consisting of loam or containing clay
layers are important owing to their ability to retain moisture that can be
utilized by vines during the dry summer months.
The two main subdivisions of the Coastal Region, tne Stellenbosch and Paarl
districts, are discussed below in more detail. Their geological, topographic and
general climatic characteristics illustrate the wide range of terroirs present in
districts and are features to be considered as the country ponders over changes
to its Wine of Origin legislation.
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