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Article abstract
In an incredible short period, DNA became a cultural icon, a symbol invested
with an almost divine power. The penal system doesn’t escape it. This
contribution aims at uncovering the way DNA is constructed in the debates of
the standing committee of the House of Commons. Those debates lead to the
Canadian DNA policy. Through the analysis of the briefs, we point at two
effects of truth that are produced by the penal DNA discourse. The first is the
construction of the penal system as truth searching mechanism (rather than a
justice mechanism) and the second is the production of the monstrous
criminal.
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