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Article abstract
This article is a contribution to the formal history of the journal Criminologie.
A formal history implies a history of the signs. It rests upon the hypothesis
according to which words – most especially those used in the title of the articles
– are a valuable source to map the history of criminological discipline. In order
to achieve this goal, we first scrutinized the journal catalogue. This file is made
of the 527 references with such information as the authors’ name, article’s title,
publication year, title of the issue, authors’ nationality and type of article. The
second series of analysis focused on the topic of the issues as indicated by their
titles (67 issues between 1968 and 2005). Finally, a thorough analysis was
performed on the editorials for each issue covering the whole period under
study. This empirical research allows us to trace not only the evolution of the
journal Criminologie but more broadly of the discipline it respresents.
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