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Article abstract
To compare three cultural communities in the same city—French Canadian,
Irish Catholic and Anglo-Protestant—we drew samples by surname for family
reconstitution over the course of the 19th century. From that miniaturized
running model of the urban population, we extracted two panels and
constructed life tables, one for the 1860s, the other for the 1890s. The three
groups display distinctive timetables for marriage, as well as sizeable
differences in infant and child mortality. From one generation to the next, we
observe an important reduction in marriage intensity in the three
communities, with a strong impact on the relative rates of net reproduction. In
our interpretation, the evolution of the marriage timetables suggests, in
advance of any significant change in marital fertility, the onset of a
“demographic transition”.
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