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Article abstract
According to the available data on public and private pension benefits for
tomorrow's seniors, women are still expected to show substantial gains,
whereas men's public pension benefits are likely to decrease in proportion to
their current earnings, barring an increase in their employment levels and a
decrease in their age at retirement. The decline in the proportion of seniors
(most often living alone) who will be dependent on the federal Guaranteed
Income Supplement program is expected to show gender differences in
younger birth cohorts, i.e. a possible increase in men's dependency—linked to
changes in earnings and employment— and a clear decrease in women's
dependency. Data analyses by birth cohort also show that it is only for women
that dependency is expected to increase with age. This age effect may be less
evident for cohorts born during the baby boom. Aside from the maturing of
supplemental pension plans offered by employers, the main factor involved in
the rise in seniors' income is women's greater integration into the labour
market. The growing tendency for seniors to contribute to the financing of
public expenditures (through taxes) is thus expected to continue, but at a
slower pace. RRSP contributions in fact rose substantially during the 1990s, but
the amount of total saving decreased. So it is difficult to arrive at an overview
of earned income protection via the various savings vehicles, including private
pension plans.
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