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Article abstract
The settlement of French colonists led to the existence in Algeria of two
populations with very different perspectives on culture, religion and
civilization, and with completely opposite administrative and state traditions.
In the area of marnage, the institutions of — one group sacred bonds socially
legitimized by a civil ceremony and by registration in the vital records —
contrasted sharply with the other group's community-oriented conception of
marriage, the legitimacy of which owed nothing to the State. The two
populations thus had quite different matrimonial practices. On the one hand
there was monogamy, with a low divorce rate, and on the other hand,
polygamy, marked by a very high divorce rate; moreover, for the Algerians,
divorce assumed a particular form, centred around the notion of repudiation.
In this article, nuptiality is studied from the perspective of the matrimonial
market, where the demand is expressed by men and the supply is represented
by women; the existence of the dowry, fixed in whole or in part in monetary
terms, sets a relative price for access to this market: any man who is unable to
pay the price of the dowry is momentarily excluded from the market. The
objective of this study is to explain the functioning of the matrimonial market
in traditional Algerian society and to highlight the demographic mechanisms
underlying this functioning.
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