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Article abstract
Inspired by authors who suggest that cohabitation is a form of union that
appears to better correspond to the sensibility and mentality of recent
generations — for whom personal growth represents the ultimate criterion for
behaviour —, the authors examine the significance of cohabitation in relation
to the values associated with it, by contrasting the behaviours and attitudes of
Quebec and Ontario men and women regarding the formation of conjugal
unions and families. The findings, based on Statistics Canada's 1995 General
Social Survey, show that young couples opting for cohabitation rather than
marriage are more likely to exhibit attitudes that tend to redefine what
conjugal union represents: less stress is placed on living as a couple and on
children, marriage itself is given very little importance as a source of
happiness, and less significance is assigned to the stability of the couple. In this
regard, Quebec couples seem to be ahead of Ontario couples.
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