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Article abstract
The aim of this article is to examine to what extent a growing linguistic
mobility toward French would be able to curb, or even reverse, the effects of
the slow growth rate of Quebec's Francophone population. To answer this
question, a large nurnber of hypotheses on the future evolution of linguistic
behaviour, al1 very favourable to the Francophone group, were combined with
various deniographic contexts. The results of all the scenarios tend toward the
same conclusion: the impact of linguistic mobility is marginal, so that a decline
in the number and relative importance of the Francophone group seems
inevitable. This conclusion applies especially to the Island of Montréal, where
the decrease in the nurnber of Francophones has already begun and where
Francophones will become a minority in roughly ten years.
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