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Article abstract
More than his other writing, Malthus' first "Essay on the Principle of
Population" is a militant text, its arguments based more strongly on moral
positions than scientific data. It is not difficult to discern in this text the main
elements in the system of values underlying the author's thinking, whether
they be a code of ethics for science, ireligious faith, freedom, equality, charity
or justice. In Malthusian demographic theory, "vice" and "moral constraint,"
factors in human behaviour, play a fundamental role that is indissociable from
their moral significance. With his primary concern to preserve human
freedom, but torn between his tendency toward idealism and his demand for
realism, Malthus developed a pragmatic morality, a morality of the lesser evil,
today described as "Malthusian pessimism."
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