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Article abstract
This article describes the rationale behind and the methodology used for the
measurement of academic success, and its counterpart, the interruption of
studies, by analyzing annual variations in a given school population in terms of
the number of students ending their studies rather than by observing a cohort
of students for an indeterminate number of years. Widespread use of the
approach proposed here could result in a substantial saving of resources. The
methodology employed is applicable to all levels of education and enables
researchers to present findings based on the year of termination of studies. The
results are also similar to those obtained by observing cohorts despite a
different underlying conceptual approach. The findings are concrete and easy
to understand.
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