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Article abstract
This paper describes a methodology allowing to use the BALSAC population
register (for the Saguenay region) to simulate 10-year censuses of the so-called
active (male) population at the regional level. The method set forth takes into
account a number of biases and deficiencies related to under-registration of
demographic events and under-declaration of occupations in the birth,
marriage and death records (most of the BALSAC register is based on
computerized family reconstitution). The method also includes mechanisms for
adjustments and weighting of the primary data, based on various validations
and testing. Thus, it becomes possible to analyze the regional and sub-regional
male job structure and its evolution between 1851 and 1961, using uniform
criteria and classification grid. This kind of analysis cannot be carried out with
the canadian govemment censuses because of too many methodological
changes, from one decade to another, and because the data are not always
available at thecounty scale.
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