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Article abstract
Precious little is known about the demographic behaviour of foreign-born
persons living in Canada, and even less about their migratoiy behaviour.
However, considering the current low fertility level and recent increases in
immigration quotas, the proportion of foreign-bom persons could well increase
in the near future. Thus, a better understanding of the demographic behaviour
of this population appears engaging. This article analyzes the spatial
distribution as well as inter-provincial migration offoreign-bom persons living
in Canada, using data from the 1986 census. The focus is placed on differences
observed in migratory behaviour between native-born Canadians and those
born abroad. Net migration patterns as well as the propensity to migrate by
place of origin and destination are presented for different population groups
according to birthplace. Finally, multiregional life tables are used to evaluate
the effect of these migratory differentials on the retentive force exerted by the
various regions.
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