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Article abstract
The article expresses the author's point of view on the future of indicators of
health expectancy from the standpoint of the public health practitioner. The
discussion focuses on the possible ways to transfer knowledge and procedures
from the research community to the health statistics field so that health
expectancy can be used as a routine indicator of the health status of a
population. According to the author, the concept of health expectancy must
first be seen through the more limited concept of disability free life expectancy.
The article looks at the selection of aspects of disability standardization of
instruments, types of surveys, the role of major statistics organisations in
introducing routine calculation. The last section looks briefly at possible
research avenues to transfer the concept of health expectancy to the practical
level.
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