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In our April 2026 Annual General Meeting, the 
editorial board voted on a nomination to renew the 
editorial leadership of Critical Gambling Studies 
(CGS). Unanimously, the board supported the 
incoming editorial leadership team including 
Professors Sylvia Kairouz, Martin French, Annie-
Claude Savard and Eva Monson. Below, the outgoing 
and incoming teams reflect on this moment of 
transition, and the opportunity that the journal 
provides for collaboration. 

A word from the outgoing team (Fiona, Kate, 
Emma, and Tina) 

Critical Gambling Studies was founded by 
Professor Fiona Nicoll, as part of a career-long 
commitment to independent, rigorous, 
international, and genuinely interdisciplinary 
research on gambling. After being assisted by Dr. 
Mark Johnson to establish the journal through the 
University of Alberta’s online journal system, 
Professors Kate Bedford and Fiona Nicoll were joined 
by Dr. Emma Casey as editors. Thanks to funding 
from the Alberta Gambling Research Institute, CGS 
has also been extremely well served by the excellent 
editorial management, administrative and copy 
editing work of Dr. Elise Sammons, Jonathan Leggo, 
and Tina Sang as well as the assistance of graduate 
students from the Department of Political Science at 
the University of Alberta including David Baxter, 
Maura Roberts, Kyle Beattie, Telisa Courtney and 
Savannah Ribeiro; as well as postdoctoral research 
fellows Dr. Murat Akcayir and Dr. Gokce Akcayir.  

 We have also been supported by a diverse and 
engaged editorial board, whose members have 
provided both generous reviews and constructive 
suggestions about the governance and direction of 
Critical Gambling Studies in our first six years. We 
continue to receive incredibly positive feedback 
from authors about the care and rigour given to their 

work. We were recently sent an email from an early 
career researcher and a first-time lead author, who 
had received a ‘revise and resubmit’ decision and 
made significant changes to the draft based on 
constructive, supportive reviewer comments. They 
said “seeing the text in the journal's official layout 
was truly exciting. Thank you so much for this 
opportunity for professional growth; it has been 
really wonderful to experience the thrill of 
publishing for the first time with you.” The 
welcoming space created by the journal has been 
collectively made by many people, as an editorial 
and production team and wider editorial board: we 
are extremely grateful for that support.  

 The Opening Spaces report on the first five years 
of the journal demonstrates that we have had 
considerable success in shifting the gender balance, 
disciplinary parameters, and authorship profile of 
research in gambling studies. We have welcomed 
work by early career researchers, humanities and 
social sciences scholars, and scholars working on a 
diverse range of jurisdictions. We are especially 
proud to have been able to showcase the work of 
graduate students and PhD students as well as 
Indigenous and First Nations scholars of gambling.  

Having worked intensively on the journal for the 
last five years, we invited applications for a new 
editorial team, in line with the journal’s open, 
transparent governance processes. After a long call 
for expressions of interest, there was one 
nomination to renew the editorial leadership of CGS. 
We believe that the incoming editorial leadership 
team will provide new ideas, resources and 
inspiration for the journal at a time when 
“gamblification” is pervasive and cutting-edge 
interdisciplinary scholarship is urgently needed. 
They each have an outstanding reputation for critical 
and rigorous scholarship on gambling.  
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Sylvia Kairouz, PhD, has been instrumental in the 
establishment of CGS from the very beginning. Full 
professor in the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology at Concordia University, Professor 
Kairouz is also an Distinguished Research Professor 
and holds the Research Chair on Gambling and 
published extensively in sociology, social 
epidemiology and public health journals. She is also 
a co-founder of the CHANCE Collaboratory, which 
studies the intersections of digital gaming, 
gambling, and society.  

Eva Monson, PhD, is Associate Professor in the 
Department of Community Health Sciences at the 
Université de Sherbrooke, with a background in 
psychiatric epidemiology, population health, and 
sociology. She is also the founder of the international 
Research and Networking for Gambling Early-Career 
Scholars (RANGES) network that aims to address 
current evolving issues within the gambling field 
and the specific needs of early career researchers. 
She has experience as guest editor twice for CGS 
special issues focused on early career research in the 
gambling studies field. 

Annie-Claude Savard, PhD, is full professor in the 
School of Social Work and Criminology at Université 
Laval and leads the Jeu, Responsabilités et Société 
team. Her current research focuses on 
transformations in the online gambling landscape, 
gambling among young adults, the construction of 
collective and individual responsibility in the 
gambling field and gambling advertising and 
regulation. She also has experience as a guest editor 
for CGS for our most recent special issue on early 
career research in the gambling studies field. 

Martin French, PhD, is an Associate Professor in 
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at 
Concordia University and a leading scholar of 
gambling at intersections of video gaming and 
finance (including cryptocurrencies). He specialises 
in the social dimensions of technology, with an 
emphasis on risk, surveillance, privacy, and social 
justice. He is the co-founder of the CHANCE 
Collaboratory and has been one of the journal’s most 
thoughtful and engaged reviewers.  

We unreservedly support this team and are 
delighted to see the journal is in such committed, 
skilled, caring hands.  

In terms of our plan for the future, Fiona will 
continue on as the book reviews editor, and Tina will 

provide support with editorial management, while 
Kate and Emma will continue to support the journal 
as members of the editorial board.  

A word from the incoming editorial leadership 
team 

Since its establishment in 2019, CGS has set a high 
watermark in the field of gambling studies. Under 
the leadership of founding editor Fiona Nicoll, and 
co-editors Kate Bedford and Emma Casey, CGS has 
become known for publishing innovative, rigorous, 
critical, timely, open-access research on gambling 
and associated phenomena. We are incredibly 
grateful for the opportunity to take over the 
leadership of this wonderful journal.  

With over 50 years of combined experience in the 
gambling studies field, we have amassed the 
necessary relevant expertise to take on these 
demanding positions. We have multidisciplinary 
backgrounds that include sociology, social work, 
social epidemiology, and critical public health. As 
close colleagues we have been collaborating for 
many years, publishing extensively together, and 
working together across diverse research projects 
and co-organizing a wide range of knowledge 
dissemination activities. Specific to CGS we have 
been involved as guest editors, members of editorial 
boards, reviewers, book directors/editors. 

We have developed extensive collaborative 
networks that will support CGS’ continued growth 
both within Quebec, Canada and internationally.  

We look forward to working collaboratively with 
the existing editorial board members, and the critical 
gambling studies community at large. We aim to 
continue the outstanding work done by the previous 
editorial leadership team and advance critical 
perspectives in gambling studies.  

Merci, 
Sylvia Kairouz, Martin French, Annie-Claude Savard, 
Eva Monson 
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